04 – Storing Data

Tasks:

Computers have two types of memory. These are I____________________ M____________________ and B____________________ S____________________.

What is internal memory used to store?

It is also known as R____________________ A____________________ M____________________ and I____________________ A____________________ S____________________.

Why is internal memory called volatile memory?
	

	


What is backing storage used to store?
	

	


What is the difference between backing storage and internal memory?
	

	


List 3 common types of backing storage.
	

	

	


What does ‘bit’ stand for?
	


What value does ‘on’ have in the binary system used by computers?
	


What value does ‘off’ have in the binary system used by computers
	


How many bits are there in a byte?
	


What does ASCII stand for?
	

	


How big is a kilobyte?
	


How big is a megabyte?
	


How big is a gigabyte?
	


How big is a terabyte?
	


What does R____________________ O____________________ M____________________ stand for?

Why does a computer need ROM?
	

	


What is a Storage Device?
	

	


What is the most common type of internal storage device found on a computer?
	

	


A hard disk has a circular, magnetised surface divided up into S____________________ and T____________________.

Data is stored in the ‘B____________________’ and moving data into a ‘B____________________’ is called R____________________ A____________________.

What is the most common form of external storage device used in a personal computer and why do they have a hard plastic case and a sliding metal cover?
	

	


What is the main advantage of using a CD rather than a F____________________ D____________________?

What do CD-ROM, CD-R, and CD-RW stand for?
	

	

	


What does DVD stand for and why is it beginning to replace the CD as a means of storing data?
	

	


Two other forms of storage device are M____________________ T____________________ and R____________________ M____________________.

Why might a company use Magnetic Tape to store their data?
	

	


Extension Tasks:

What type of memory is often referred to a ‘cache memory’ on personal computers? What size cache memory does a normal processor have?
	

	

	


If DVDs become the main storage devices for computers, does this have any implications? Will the line between personal computers and LCD/Plasma screen TVs with integral DVDs players become blurred?
	

	

	

	

	

	


Teacher Comments:
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