05 - Software

Tasks:

Identify and write down the operating system used by the computer you use at school.
	


Identify and write down the operating system used by the computer you use at home.
	


Which of the following can the operating systems on the school computer and the home computer do? (put a tick in the box you think is correct)
	
	School computer
	Home computer

	Allows multitasking
	
	

	Allows multiusers
	
	


Make a list of the four things that a well designed human-computer or user interface should have.
	

	

	

	


What is another name for an icon?
	


Make a list of the main tasks a utility program can perform.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	


What are the three main types of application software?
	

	

	


What are the advantages and disadvantages of integrated software?
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Why would tailor-made software not normally be used on a home personal computer?
	

	

	


Why is general purpose software popular with home and business computer users?
	

	

	


What are the two levels of programming language?
	

	

	


What does a low-level assembly programming language need to translate it into machine code?
	

	

	

	


List 6 high-level programming languages and their main uses.
	

	

	

	

	

	


What do high-level programming languages need to translate them into machine code?

	

	

	

	


Extension Tasks:

Why do software developers who want to sell their software in many countries throughout the world prefer to use graphic user interfaces rather than language-based commands?
	

	

	

	


If you were asked to design a database for a home user would you base your design on an integrated software package, general purpose software, or a programming language? Please explain your choice.
	

	

	

	

	

	


Teacher Comments:
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