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Unit 18: Graphics

Hardware:
· Relevant internal hardware device (e.g. graphics card, RAM, processor, digital camera card).

· File storage (e.g. CD-ROM, hard drive, USB storage devices).

· Input devices (e.g. graphics tablet, mouse, digital camera, scanner).

· Output devices (e.g. printer, plotter, monitor).

Software:

· Dedicated vector graphics software (e.g. Corel Draw, Visio).

· Dedicated bitmap software (e.g. Paintshop pro, Paint).

· Dedicated photo manipulation software (e.g. Photoshop, Photoshop elements).

· Graphics facilities embedded within other application packages.

· Other image tools (e.g. image viewers, photo galleries).

File handling:

· Converting files.

· File sizes.

· File formats (e.g. bmp, jpeg and gif).

· File management (e.g. naming files, folder structures, moving and deleting files),


User need:

· Identifying target audience.
· User requirements.

· Constraints (e.g. house style, colours, image size).

Graphic images:

· Bitmaps.

· Vector graphics.

· Comparison between uses of bitmaps and vectors (e.g. type of image, file size, scaling).

Tools and techniques:

· Standard software tools (e.g. freehand draw, rotate, flip, resize, crop).

· Group/ungroup.

· Layout grids.

· Special effects (e.g. sharpen, soften, posterise).

· Templates (e.g. for letterheads).

· Other (e.g. use of shape libraries, colour change and colour balance).

Reviewing:

· Checking text (e.g. proof reading).

· Against objectives (e.g. size of image, download speed, image resolution).

· Suggestions for improvement.


Acquired images:

· Obtaining image using specialist hardware (e.g. scanning, importing from digital camera, downloading from web).

· Clip art library.

· Editing acquired image (e.g. cropping, rotating, resizing, colour correction).

· Inserting into document.

· Manipulating within document (e.g. resizing, cropping, text wrapping, positioning).

· Relevant laws and guidelines (e.g. copyright issues).

· Combining information.

